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ous attempts to develop the natural resources of the Cau-
casus. The production of cast-iron he entrusted to a cer-
tain Lippe, the consul of Ba'den at Odessa. This German
set up a number of mills, but soon died and left them in a
lamentable state. At the Viceroy's suggestion, father, who
had studied mining in Prussia, took over the management *
of the mills, and in trying to develop the business he was
forced to invest in it his own funds. As he had no fortune
of his own, he drew upon mother's capital, with her per-
mission, of course. Thus he spent all mother possessed and
in addition incurred enormous debts. The informal under-,
standing was that the Government was sooner or later to
take over the mills and reimburse father for all his ex-
penses. But when father suddenly died, the understanding
proved of no value. The liabilities on father's estate were
so great that we found it advisable to waive the inheritance.
Thus we were left without any resources, barring a small
pension granted by the Viceroy to mother, and a modest
sum which grandfather willed to Uncle Rostislav and which
the latter generously turned over to mother Under these
circumstances it was decided that it would be best for the
entire family to settle at Odessa. This we did the next
Fall, Only Alexander, who at that time had already his
commission, remained in the Caucasus. This sudden transi-
tion from opulence to what was practically poverty was very
painful for mother. Our situation was, indeed, very diffi-
cult. It was only owing to a monthly stipend of fifty rubles
that brother and I were enabled to complete our studies.
At the University I worked day and night and achieved
great proficiency in all my studies. I was so thoroughly
familiar with the subjects that I passed all my examinations
with flying colours without making any special preparations
for them. My final academic thesis was entitled "On In-
finitesimal Quantities." The work was rather original
in conception and distinguished by a philosophic breadth of